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March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N. W., Room 222
Washington. DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97 - 55, FCC 97 - 34
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- v' RIGINAL

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Robert D. Wilson PTA. Inc. to voice my opposition to the v-chip
rating system as presented by Jack Valenti. Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group. on January 17. 1997. The
rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate
overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content of programs were
conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and World Report. and Media Studies CenterJRoper. Parents do not want
the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on
content information about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in
periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC. by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory requirements of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry
rating system. Instead. we request the following:

That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further. the FCC should
accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V (for violence),
S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than one rating
system;

That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger. more prominently placed on the screen. and appear more
frequently during the course of a program;

That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents, and

• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it meets the
needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,

No. of Copies rOC'd,__O_·__
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Virginia E. Natali
P. O. Box 1138

Chester, CA 96020
March 20, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-95, FCC 97-34

As the president of 30th District PTA serving four counties in northeastern California and as the parent of
12 and 14 year old daughters, I am writing in opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack
Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997.

As a parent, I want to make choices based on content information about the program. As an example, a
movie rating of "PG-13" does not give me enough information to make informed choices. With that
rating, I have let my children watch movies which I found thoroughly objectionable and have forbidden
them from watching truly wonderful films.

I do not believe that the industry's rating system meets the statutory requirements of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996.

On behalf of other parents like myself, both PTA members and non-PTA members, I urge you to institute
a rating System which allow parents to make well informed choices, as is our responsibility as parents. To
meet the needs of parents, we request the following:
• That you accept no rating system which does not include content information about programs such as

V for violence, S for sexuality and nudity and L for language.

• That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough to receive more than one rating system;

• That the rating be independent of the industry and the FCC, and that it include parent representation,
and

• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it
meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for your consideration of these issues which are critical to our families.

Sincerely,

~.j~l"- ;1+d
Virginia Natali
President 30th District PTA



Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. StreetN.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

March 21, 1997

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Lakeview PTA in Brigham City, Utah to
voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV
Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. This rating system and symbol on the
screen does not provide enough content information so that parents can make decisions about
what is appropriate for their children to be watching on TV. I would like to see a rating that is
more specific about what the content is so that as a parent I can decide what is appropriate for
my children to watch. Any rating system that does not have a content description on the screen
or in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless. I want to interpret what is best for my
children, I don't want the TV industry to do that for me.

Sincerely,

295 East 800 South #10
Brigham City, UT 84302

o
No. of Copies rec'd _
List ABCDE
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March 1997

Chainnan Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
clo Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W. , Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalfofthe National PTA and the Davidson School PTA in Kansas City,
Missouri, to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of
the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen
does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is
appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that give parents information
about the content ofprograms were conducted by the National PTA, Us. News and World Report,
and Media Studies CenterJRoper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for
their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content infonnation about
the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in
periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to detennine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements ofthe Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask
that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, I request the following:

• That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further,
the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content infonnation about
programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity), and L (for language);

• That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more
than one rating system;

• That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

• That the rating board be independent ofthe industry and the FCC and that it include parents;
and

• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs ofparents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,

tlJi-\~
"W. ot Copiesrec'd
List ABCDE --....-----



March 10, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing' on behalf of the National PTA and the Georgia PTA to voice my opposition to the v­
chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group,
on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content
information so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for
their children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent
preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content ofprograms were
conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and World Report, and Media Studies CenterlRoper.
Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to
make those choices themselves based on content information about the program. Any rating
system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV
scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

• That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further,
the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about
programs such as V(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

• That the FCC require a V-chip bank broad enough that would allow parents to receive more
than one rating system;

• That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

• That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents;
and

• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

No. of Copies ree'd'D
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March 22,1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communication Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

DOCKETFiLE Cony
r ORIGi"
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I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and my family, to voice my opposition to the v­
chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation
Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide
sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is
appropriate TV programming for their children. Children develop at different ages in
different content areas. What is appropriate for a eight year old in one family, may not
be appropriate in another family. Parents must have the right to decide what their child
can handle, and what they want them to be exposed to.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met
statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this
system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead I
request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system.
Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content
information about programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity)
and L (for language);

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive
more than one rating system;

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the
screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include
parents; and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Please remember that families are the base of America, each one is different, this should
be reflected by the rating system. Thank you.

Sincerely (\ Ai
s:'QQQtt (1)1( '.xl '---.
Sally McHU~ .
P.O. 80)(879
Port Ewen, NY 12466

~o. of Copies rec'd 0
lIst A8CDE ----



March 1997

Chainnan Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20S54

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS D()(ket No. 97~55, FCC 97-34

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINI{l.

o

r am writing on behalf of the National PI'A to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as
presented by Jack Valenti. Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The
rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make
decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall
which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating S)'stem that gives parents information
about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA. l 1. S. New.~ and World Repm'f, and
Media Studies CenterlRoper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their
children. Parents want to make those choices themselves b..,sed on content information about the
program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that
carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC. by law, is required to determine whether the industl)"S rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of J996. I do not believe this system does so and ask that
the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

• That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry"s rating system. Further. the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V
(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L ( for language);

• That the FCC require a V-ehip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than one
rating system;

• That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger. more prominently placed on the screen. and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

• That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it includes parents; and

• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to detennine if it
meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely.

No. of Copies r'~c'd
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Dear Bessemer Friends,

DOCKETFH r: ('
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The National PTA has issued a "call to action" which we would like to share with you.

There is a big argwnent right now about changing the rating system for television programs, which

is much like the mO\lie rating system we have now. (Have you noticed the ratings symbols in the

left-hand comer ofyour tv screen?) There is a BIG difference of opinion between the television

people and the national PTA about how these television ratings should work.

The television industry wants these ratings to reflect the ages THEY think your child should be

before he or she watches a certain program. The National PTA believes a TV rating should

include a description of the program's content so parents can decide if it is okay for their

child to watch. The National PTA does not believe age-based ratings are enough. They don't

give parents enough information. (Maybe the television industry thinks 10-year-olds should not be

affected by bad language in a show, but maybe YOU don't agree.)

The National PTA is asking every PTA and PTA member to send a letter to the FCC, which will
decide whether or not to change the current system. Vote for change! Ask for a ratings system

based on content descriptions! The address:

Chairman Reed Hundt & FCC Commissioners

Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street, N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

To be counted, our letters must reach the FCC no later than April 8, 1997. Join us!

With your help we can make the TV ratings system more useful for your family, and for all
families throughout the U.S.

Vote for change!

D
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drews Elementary P.T.A.
d TX. 78374

Chairnt@n Hundt and Commissioners:
~.

Ii

.CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34
'if;

/ .;:':'::;a<~mm~Sio.ers
al commuDlca~~~mission

" Street N.\V., Room 222
"Ington, DC 20554

FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
irements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe this system does so and

that the FCC not approve the industry's rating system. \Ve request the following:

Th. !iletter is written on behalf of the National PTA and the AndreWS-Elementary.PTA of
Portland, Texas to voice opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair
oHhe TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV
streen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about
what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Parents do not want the TV industry to
inte~pret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on

"'~nt information about-the program.

*That the FCC should not approve the industry's rating system and should accept no rating system
that does not include content information about programs such as V (for violence), S (sexual
depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

*That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

*That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of the program;

*That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and thlt'it inchlde parents;
and

*That any rating system
if it meets the needs of par

luated by independent research to determine



March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
clo Federal Communications Commission
1919 MStreet N.W., Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chail1llan Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

DOCKET FILE COpy nRh~!~/A I

V,lh•• 1t: IL

I am writing on behalfofthe National PTA and the Davidson School PTA in Kansas City,
Missouri, to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of
the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen
does not provide sufficient content infol1llation so that parents can make decisions about what is
appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that give parents information
about the content ofprograms were conducted by the National PTA, u.s. News and World Report,
and Media Studies CenterlRoper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for
their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about
the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in
periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements ofthe Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask
that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, I request the following:

• That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further,
the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about
programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity), and L (for language);

• That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more
than one rating system;

• That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course ofa program;

• That the rating board be independent ofthe industry and the FCC and that it include parents;
and

• That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
detel1lline if it meets the needs ofparents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

No. of Copies rec'd 0
List ABCDE



Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commi~sioners

c/o Fcd~ral Communications Commission
1919 M. Street N. W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34
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I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Lomond View, Weber District,
Utah State PTA to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by
Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997.
The Rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content infonnation
so that parents oan make decisions about what i~ appropriate TV programming for
their children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent
preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content of programs
were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and !vledia studies
Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their
children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content infonnation
about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and
publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met
statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of1996. I do not believe this system
does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead we request
the following:

That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further,
the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content infonnation about
programs such V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

That the FCC require a V -chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive
more than one rating system:

.
That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the
screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC, and that it include
parents and;

That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meet" the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and

families.

NQ. of Copies rec'd,--_O__
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drews Elementary P.T.A.
d TX. 78374

eed Hun:!' a .<~mmi:Sioners
al commuDlca~;~mission

Street N.\V., Room 222
, ington, DC 20554

Chair~n Hundt and Commissioners:
,'t

fCS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

DOCKET FII t rn
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Th letter is written on behalf of the National PTA and the Andrews,.lel1ll~ftta~~,Pl'Aof
Portland, Texas to voice opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair
of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV
screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about
what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Parents do not want the TV industry to
interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on

"';tent information about the program.

"< FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
".;i'trirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe this system does so and
a~k that the FCC not approve the industry's rating system. \Ve request the following:

*That the FCC should not approve the industry's rating system and should accept no rating system
that does not include content information about programs such as V (for violence), S (sexual
depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

*That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

*That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently plac~iQn the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of the program;

*That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and thafi't'lticlude parents;
and

*That any rating system
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Th'letter is written on behalf of the National PTA and the AndrewS\',memelltilrywPifA of
Portland, Texas to voice opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair
ofthe TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV
screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about
what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Parents do not want the TV industry to
intetpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on
" {It information about-the program.

FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
irements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe this system does so and

ask that the FCC not approve the industry's rating system. \Ve request the following:

*That the FCC should not approve the industry's rating system and should accept no rating system
that does not include content information about programs such as V (fOl' violence), S (sexual
depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

*That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

*That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominentlypla~ec.l(Ju.thescreen,
and appear more frequently during the course of the program;

*That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and thlit'1f!1ritlude parents;
and

*That any rating system
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Portland, Texas to voice opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair
of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV
screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about
what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Parents do not want the TV industry to
i~te~pret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on
cA~~ent information abouUhe program.
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I ,.~;FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
'.7uirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe tbis system does so and
a~k that the FCC not approve the industry's rating system. \Ve request the following:

*That the FCC should not approve the industry's rating system and should accept no rating system
that does not include content information about programs such as V (for violence), S (sexual
depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

*That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

*That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed.·()llthe screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of the program;

*That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and thlfif'inelude parents;
and

*That any rating system
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Portland, Texas to voice opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair
of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV
screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about
what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Parents do not want the TV industry to
interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on

:t~nt information about the program.

li~FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
~:uirementsof the Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe this system does so and
as'k that the FCC not approve the industry's rating system. \Ve request the following:

*That the FCC should not approve the industry's rating system and should accept no rating system
that does not include content information about programs such as V (for violence), S (sexual
depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

*That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

*That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently pla~JGltthe screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of the program; ,

*That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC andthat"tf~I1i'eludeparents;
and

*That any rating system
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Th 'letter is written on behalf of the National PTA and the Andrews'Elemen.tary,PTA of
Portland, Texas to voice opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair
of, the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV
screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about
what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Parents do not want the TV industry to
inte~,pret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on

tent information about-the program.

FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
" 'irements ofthe Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe this system does so and

a~k that the FCC not approve the industry's rating system. \Ve request the following:

*That the FCC should not approve the industry's rating system and should accept no rating system
that does not include content information about programs such as V (for violence), S (sexual
depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

*That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

*That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently pla~~.()nthe screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of the program;

*That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and thif'it'1nclude parents;
and

*That any rating system
if it meets the needs of par
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DOCKET FILE COpy OR!GINAL

drews Elementary P.T.A.
d TX. 78374

Chairm,n Hundt and Commissioners:

~CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

x:(;y;<~.."" .

ii' '".y

eed Hun~ a y" C Commissioners
•1~:~munIC' .. sc:mm~ion

. Street N.\V., Room 222
~ington, DC 20554

Th 'letter is written on behalf of the National PTA and the Andre~::¥Elemefifit~~TAof
Portland, Texas to voice opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair
of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV
screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about
what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Parents do not want the TV industry to
intetpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on

'h'¢nt information about the program.

FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
uirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe this system does so and
that the FCC not approve the industry's rating system. \Ve request the following:

*That the FCC should not approve the industry's rating system and should accept no rating system
that does not include content information about programs such as V (for violence), S (sexual
depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

*That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

*That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominentIYPl2l~y~~:thescreen,
and appear more frequently during the course of the program;'Y "
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